NEBRASKA
 2501
 NEBRASKA
 
Beatrice
Fremont
190 miles of electric lines. The Missouri is
navigable but the construction of railways
has rendered it of little use as a waterway.
Nebraska is crossed east and west by the De-
troit-Lincoln-Denver and by the Lincoln high-
ways. North and south traffic uses the Corn-
husker, the Kansas City-Omaha and the
Meridian highways, the Oregon Trail and the
Yellowstone Park Highway. Sixteen im-
portant bus lines operate in the state. Twen-
ty-two airports have been established.
Education. Illiterates are few—1 person
out of 87 among those ten years of age and
over. The school fund is obtained from the
interest on the money provided by the sale of
public lands, from a state tax, from fines,
from forfeitures and from the local tax. The
state university at Lincoln is at the head of
the school system. The four state teachers
colleges are at Peru, Kearney, Wayne and
Chadron. Besides these several important
secondary schools and colleges are supported
by various denominations such as Dana Col-
lege at Blair, University of Omaha at Omaha,
Creighton University at Omaha, Doane Col-
lege at Crete, Midland College at Fremont,
Hastings College at Hastings, Nebraska
Wesleyan University at University Place,
Union College at College Yiew, and York
College at York. There are five junior col-
leges in the state.
Other Institutions, Since 1912 the state
institutions have been in charge of a state
board of control. The school for the deaf
and dumb is at Omaha, that for the blind is
at Nebraska City, and the institute for the
feebleminded is at Beatrice. Hospitals for
the insane are conducted at Lincoln, Norfolk
and Ingleside. There are sailors' and sol-
diers' homes at Grand Island and Milford, a
hospital for crippled and deformed children
at Lincoln, a home for tuberculous patients
and a home for dependent children. The penal
institutions consist of an industrial school
for boys at Kearney, a girls' industrial
school at Geneva, an industrial home for
girls at Milford and the state penitentiary at
Lincoln.
Government. The legislature elected in
1934 was the last one to comprise two
houses. All subsequent legislatures will con-
sist only of a single house. The legislature
meets biennially, and the session is prac-
tically limited to sixty days; after the first
twenty days no new bills may be introduced,
unless by request of the governor in a special
 message. The executive department consists
of a governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary
of state, auditor, treasurer, superintendent
of public instruction, attorney-general, com-
missioner of public lands and buildings, and
three railway commissioners, each elected for
two years. The judicial department embraces
a supreme court, district courts and county
courts. The supreme court comprises seven
judges, elected by popular vote for six years.
Each county has a county judge, whose term
is two years.
History. Nebraska was probably visited
by Corona do as early as 1541. In 1673 the
Platte and Missouri districts were mapped
by Marquette. The present Nebraska formed
a part of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803,
and in 1804-1805 it was visited by Lewis
and Clark. As early as 1S25 white settle-
ment was begun, the first towns being
founded at Omaha and Nebraska City. After
a long struggle, in which slavery played an
important part (see kansas-nebraska
bill), Nebraska was established as a ter-
ritory in 1854, including parts of Dakota,
Montana, Wyoming and Colorado. In 1863
it was reduced to its present limits.
Nebraska became the thirty-seventh state
on March 1, 1867, and Lincoln was made the
capital in the same year. The struggle for
statehood was prolonged by differences be-
tween President Johnson and Congress over
the state constitution.
Since the organization of the Republican
Party in Nebraska in 1858 control has swayed
from Republicans to Democrats except dur-
ing the period of Populist influence, 1894-
1904. The Civil Administrative Code Act of
1919 combined the 25 administrative agencies
of the state into six departments: finance,
labor, trade, agriculture, public works and
public welfare. Cities of more than 5,000 peo-
ple are empowered to frame their own char-
ters and all cities are permitted to employ
city managers. Aliens who have declared their
intention to become citizens of the United
States may vote.
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